[bookmark: _Hlk79065171]For Immediate Release 
8-22-24 
By Jo Ann Hohertz, R.P.A., C.C.A., Chief Appraiser
  
The 2024 job for the Comanche Central Appraisal District (CCAD) is generally over and we are starting the Discovery & Data Collection Phase for 2025.  The appraisers employed by the district will soon be back out in the field and will be concentrating on Region 1 (City of De Leon, communities of Downing and Sipe Springs, Proctor Lake subdivisions, Nabors Lake, the remaining rural properties, and the over-lapping school districts of Gorman and Lingleville) gathering data as the process starts over again for the 2025 tax year.  In addition, we may have re-inspections of properties anywhere in the county after January 1.  
The CCAD appraisers will make every effort to identify themselves if someone is home or leave a business card if they stop to measure a structure.  The blue Chevy truck driven by the appraisers has an Appraisal District emblem on the door.  If anyone is concerned about the appraiser’s legitimacy, please call the CCAD office at 325-356-5253.  
The CAD delivered the Certified Appraisal Roll to all the taxing units which begins the Taxing Entity Assessment Phase. The taxing units first step in this process is creation of a budget followed by consideration of revenue from the most current appraised values provided by the Appraisal District. Public meetings are held along the way right up to adoption of the tax rate.  

As a taxpayer, it is important to understand how government spending affects the size of a tax bill.  Changes in property values may affect a tax bill, but do not necessarily increase or decrease the total amount of taxes paid to a taxing unit; that is determined by the taxing unit’s budget.  Cities, counties, and school districts must hold a public hearing on the proposed budget and publicize the date, time, and location.  The proposed budget, no-new-revenue tax rate and voter-approval rate must be posted on the city, county, or school district website and the Comanche County tax rate website.   

The current process created by the legislature took over 6 years to pass and is called The Texas Property Tax Reform and Transparency Act of 2019.  The Texas Constitution requires local governments to make property owners aware of tax rate processes and proposals and requires an opportunity for the public to attend public hearings or easily voice an opinion about government spending and tax rates. 

The CAD was tasked with creating the website comanche.countytaxrates.com/tax and posting notification in the local papers and our website.  This is the official website on which property owners can easily access information regarding property taxes.  It is intended to add transparency for property tax estimates and help property owners have a say.  New this year taxpayers may register for Property Truth in Taxation tax rate adoption information by going to  Comanche.countytaxrates.com/tax searching for your property, clicking view, then click “Subscribe to Notifications” button located in the top right-hand corner of the page, enter your information, agree to receive email notification, click confirm and then check email to confirm subscription. 

Taxing units should regularly update this website as local elected officials propose and adopt the property tax rates that will determine how much you pay in property taxes.  

Beginning in early August, most taxing units take the first step toward adopting a tax rate by calculating and publishing the no-new-revenue (NNR) tax rate and voter-approval tax rate.  The NNR tax rate is the rate the taxing unit needs to generate about the same amount of revenue it received in the year before on properties taxed in both years.  The actual tax rate depends on the budget adopted by the governing body. The voter-approval tax rate would provide cities, counties, hospital districts, and special purpose districts with about the same amount of tax levied in the previous year for day-to-day operations, plus an extra percent increase for operating expenses and sufficient revenue to pay its debts in the coming year.  The voter-approval tax rate for school districts is tied to school funding calculations plus the debt tax rate. 
Local government taxing units, special districts, school districts, small taxing units, water districts and other taxing units have specific notice requirements. Generally, if a taxing unit wants to increase its property tax rate above the lower of either the NNR tax rate or voter-approval tax rate, it must publish a quarter-page notice in a local newspaper or mail notice to each taxpayer to alert them of a special hearing. The public hearing allows taxpayers to voice opinions about the proposed tax increase and ask questions of the governing body. The governing body/elected officials may vote on the proposed tax rate at the hearing.  

The legislature understood that you could not attend every single meeting of every government entity taxing you. The legislature understood that you deserved transparency and the opportunity to voice an opinion before the tax rates are set, therefore the legislature mandated the newspaper and CCAD website notification about the website for all counties in 2021. 

The website has a search feature and allows property owners to provide feedback on the tax rate process and provides the following property-specific information for each taxing unit authorized to levy a tax on the property, including: 
· property market and taxable values, 
· proposed tax rates for each taxing unit, 
· an estimate of property taxes that would be imposed under the proposed rates, 
· dates and locations of public hearings on the tax rates; and
· other useful information on taxing unit budgets, revenue, and rate calculations
· phone number or email address to contact entity/government officials and link to their website.  

By the time the tax bill is mailed in October it is too late, you had an opportunity to protest both your appraised value with the Appraisal District and the tax rates of each entity.  Continue to check comanche.countytaxrates.com/tax for updates throughout the tax rate adoption process.  

[bookmark: _Hlk79065150]To Contact the CAD staff:
· Mail to: Comanche CAD, 8 Huett Circle, Comanche, TX 76442.   
· Place it in the drop box at the Appraisal District front entrance.
· Email: info@comanchecad.org
· Call: 325-356-5253
· Fax: 325-356-1363 
We encourage you to use our website comanchecad.org for property research, available forms, and other valuable information.  
													       
